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EDITORIAL 


The National Council 
and Red China 


Rev. John S. McMullen, Secretary of our In- 
ter-Church Relations Committee has forwarded 
to us the full minutes of the January meeting 
of this permanent committee of our General As- 
sembly with the request that we make available 
to the readers of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal their particular action with reference 
to the National Council of Churches and the 
recognition of Red China. 


This was as follows— 


The following clarifying statement was adopt- 
ed by the Inter-Church Relations Committee: 


In the light of the widespread discussion on 
the resolution regarding the admittance of 
the People’s Republic of China into the United 
Nations made at the December meeting of the 
World Order Study Conference in Cleveland, 
Ohio, the Interchurch Relations Committee calls 
the attention of the members of our Church to 
the fact that the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches has adopted a resolution 
indicating that the World Order Study Con- 
ference spoke ‘for itself and not for the Coun- 
cil nor for its member churches ... they 
spoke for no one but themselves.’ The Inter- 
church Relations Committee respectfully re- 
quests that this statement of the General 
Board of the National Council of Churches be 
brought to the attention of the leaders and 
members of our denomination through the 
the papers used by our church. 


Editor’s Reply 

For the information of the “leaders and mem- 
bers of our denomination” and to keep this 
record clear we would like to quote from the of- 
ficial news release of the National Council of 
Churches of December 8th, 1958, with reference 
to the actions taken by the General Board of 
the National Council. 


This report is as follows: 


“GENERAL BOARD 
New York, Dec. 8th—The right and duty of 
the Christian churches to speak out on con- 
troversial political, economic and social issues 
was reaffirmed last week by the National 


Council of Churches’ General Board. 
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The Board then commended the Cleveland 
World Order Study Conference for so doing 
in the conference’s recent historic Message 
to the Churches calling for changes in the 
United States foreign policy. The Message 
had recommended, among other things, U.S. 
recognition of mainland China and its eventual 
admission to the United Nations.” 


When the official pronouncement of the Na- 
tional Council “commends” the Cleveland Con- 
ference’s report and specifically states that this 
included the recognition of Red China and her 
eventual admission to the United Nations 
THAT BOARD HAS PLACED THE SEAL 
OF IT’S OFFICIAL APPROVAL ON THAT 
ACTION. 


Later in this same news release it states that 
the Cleveland group (which the National Coun- 
cil sponsored and financed) “spoke only for 
themselves . . . but they spoke with a mighty 
voice.” 


Then, this same news release (6 mimeo- 
graphed pages) gives considerable space to 
Ernest A. Gross’s defense of the Cleveland ac- 
tion. This same OFFICIAL news release of 
the National Council further states: “. . . the 
Cleveland study conference has performed a 
valuable function in helping the churches and 
their members carry forward the processes of 
the American people’s development of their 
foreign policy.” 


From their own official news release it is 
obvious that the General Board of the National 
Council gave hearty approval to the action of 
the Cleveland group. 


This was before the storm of protest swept 
through all of the member churches in the Na- 
tional Council. Now we are being treated to a 
series of disavowals which add even more evi- 
dence to our contention that the present leader- 
ship of the National Council of Churches is 
unworthy of our support. 


We deeply respect men who make a mistake 
and then honestly admit that they made it. We 
seriously question those who evade _ the 
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conclusive evidence of their own official actions. 
These are harsh words but they must be said. 
We are convinced that as now constituted and 
led the National Council of Churches is a 
menace to the Church and to the nation — it 
is an ecclesiastical octopus which seeks to in- 
vade and pervade every field of activity of the 
Church and of the government. If this influence 
was in terms of biblical Christianity we would 
thank God and gladly cooperate. 


However, from the almost daily official re- 


leases which we receive from the offices of that 
organization we are convinced that those who 
determine the final policies — elected leaders 
and employed secretariat — have a concept of 
the church totally at variance with the historic 
position of Protestant Christianity and that these 
men are determined to foist their own interpre- 
tation of the mission of the Church on American 
Protestantism and on our American Govern- 
ment. 


It is our firm conviction that the protagonists 
of the National Council will render their great- 


est service in facing these facts and using their 


influence to eradicate them. 
—The Editors 


How Can We Honor the 
Founding Fathers! 


1961 is the centennial of the organization of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
The General Assembly has directed that the oc 
casion be recognized by a Centennial Celebra- 


tion. How is this to be done? 


On the one hand, there are some who decry 
any celebration of what they call a divorce, or 
anything like what they are pleased to term a 
feast of the bloody shirt. But from the same 
side of the Church in THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK? Febr. 2, pp 5-6, appears an article 
repeatedly describing the sentiments enunciated 
by these fathers at the organization of our 
Church as “pious hypocrisy”. 


Now the strong men who made these state- 
ments did not and do not speak through spir- 
itualistic mediums. Hence they are no longer 
with us to defend themselves. But there is an 
old adage to the effect that you ought never 
to crow over a dead cock, else he will rise up and 
spur you. Who are we to sit in judgment on 


Thornwell, Palmer and Dabney? God has ac- 
-_ them and their work in Jesus Christ. 
They laid foundations of evangelical Christi- 
anity that have lasted a century in our own 
denomination. Those who now ascribe to them 
“pious hypocrisy” have not done that! They 
died in the faith. Their present defamers hav 
not done that either. . 


The old Latin adage read, De mortuis nihil 
nist bonum. Even the masons draw the veil of 
charity over the mistakes and faults of their 
departed. Is the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to be less kind? Are we to enter 
upon the heritage of the fathers, enjoy the 


emoluments which come to us from their testi- 


monies and faith and show disrespect for their 
memories? General Clark Howell wrote in the 
Atlanta Constitution, “No generation that does 
not have respect and reverence for the heritage 
of the past can be trusted with the future.” To 
this may be added the words of the philosopher, 
Rufus Jones, ‘a person’s spiritual life is always 


dwarfed when cut apart from history.” 


Now the writer of this editorial has no desire 
to see a Centennial in which a bloody shirt is 
waved. But he certainly deprecates a celebration 
which describes the positions taken by our lead- 
ers of a century ago as pious hypocrisy. 


We ask at this celebration for the hearing 
again of the testimony of men like Archibald 
Alexander, Daniel Baker, W. S. Plumer, John 
H. Rice, James Henley Thornwell, B. M. Pal- 
mer, Thomas Smythe, T. E. Peck, Moses Hoge, 
Robert L. Dabney, Stuart Robinson, J. L. Wil- 
son, John L. Girardeau, Francis S. Sampson—to 
the grace of God, to our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, to saving faith, to the comfort of the 
Gospel for the bereaved, to the power of prayer, 


to the duty of missions. And then, seeing we are | 


compassed about with such a cloud of witnesses, 
we shall run with more patience the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus the author and 


the finisher of their faith and of ours. 
—W. C. R. 


“Objective Reality” 


Christian faith can never get away from the 
supernatural and the miraculous. The efforts 
of Bultmann and othe:s who have termed as 
“myths” those biblical records having to do with 
God’s intervention in human history, are forced 
into the strange predicament of believing in a 
God no greater than His creation. 
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The impossibility of this situation should be 
immediately obvious but once an individual 
determines that God has acted and can only act 
within certain man-prescribed limitations the die 
is cast and they are apparently content with be- 
lieving that which'is untrue. 


On the other hand, our Christian faith is 
centered in a Person, One who existed in the 
councils of eternity, came into the world to 
redeem His own creation, died and arose again, 
ascended into heaven and is coming again. There 
is objective reality to the things we believe be- 
cause they actually happened and because we 
know that they are true. 


''These Christian. affirmations are needed to- 
day, not that ours is a wooden faith but rather 
that it is based on glorious realities. Get away 
from the facts of Christianity and we have some- 
thing which is not Christianity. 

—L. N. B. 


“This Congregation Sits 
About the Table” 


The above title is the lead article in the 
periodical PROTESTANT CHURCH for Feb- 
ruary 1959. The front of the issue carries a pic- 
ture of the inside of the Bethany Presbyterian 
Church of Portland, Oregon, and the article is 
fully illustrated with sundry pictures and floor 
plans of this building. The setting aside of “a 
traditional Gothic solution” for this architecture 
in keeping with Presbyterian theology came 


about as a result of reading the report of the > 


historical scholars ‘to the Presbytery of Chicago 
and an article by Professor James H. Nichols 
of the University of Chicago published in THE 
PRESBYTERIAN LIFE of Sept. 15, 1956. The 
writer and others who prefer the historical Pres- 
byterian setting of the Lord’s Table on a level 
with the congregation and a central pulpit have 
tried to get one or the other of these articles in 
one of our Southern Presbyterian periodicals 
. . . but so far to no avail. 


The floor plan shows that the Table in this 
Church is actually in the midst of the congrega- 
tion with the people seated about it on three 
sides. The pulpit is definitely a central feature 
of the Church. The people report to the pas- 
tor that they have never felt the meaning of 
the Sacrament of the Holy Communion until 
they received it around the Table together. 
_ “Now they understand the forgiveness of God 
in Christ which united them not only with God 
but with one another in the family of God.” 
A covering editorial recounts the feelings ex- 


pressed by the congregation of their “belonging- | 


ness” bringing a warmth of spirit and a quick- 
ening of devotion as the people sit about the 
Table. The idea seems to be catching fire. 
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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in suburban Min- 
neapolis reports a simular octagonal-shaped edi- 
fice with the Table in the very center of the 
place of worship. 


We talk a lot about the ground around the 
Cross being level, and then build Gothic struc- 
tures with the Table in the altar position at the 
head of a long chancel and elevated above the 
level of the nave. The very word chancel means 
a lattice work separating the clergy within from 
the laity without the screen. It testifies to the 
Roman Catholic custom of giving the laity only 
the bread and reserving the wine for those in 
the chancel. 


. The idea that only the officiating minister 


can approach the Table of the Lord, and that 
he must mediate between the elders at Com- 
munion and between the deacons as they re- 
ceive the offering is thoroughly un-Presbyterian. — 


The great social principle of the Reformation 
is the priesthood of all believers. Each has an 
equal access through the new and living way 
of Christ’s death and resurrection into the very 
presence of God, and this is appropriately sym- 


_ bolized by giving each an equal access to the 


Table of the Lord. As we are all priests of the 
Most High so we each pray for the other and 
each minister to the other. This is probably 
shown when the elder takes equal part with 
the minister in the Lord’s Supper. It is as ap- 
propriate for my brother, a ruling elder, to give 
the bread and the cup to me as it is for me to 
give the same to him. . . and equally appropri- 
ate for him to take the one or the other from the 
Table of the Lord to offer it to me. Of course, 
everything is to be done decently and in order, 
but orderliness is no excuse for exalting the 
minister into a prelate or a mediating priest. 


It is the privilege of the children of the 
heavenly Father to come to the Table of their 
Lord either directly or through their chosen 
representatives, the elders and deacons. 

—W. C. R. 


Heart Trouble 


The trouble with the world today is Heart 
Trouble. We are “in a mess” because our hearts 
are not right in the sight of God, and He looks 
not upon the outward appearance, but upon 
the heart. 


The trouble with the nations of the world 
is heart trouble. The hearts of men are full 
of hatred and jealousy and selfishness and un- 
cleanness. Externally our own nation looks fine: 
we have new homes and new highways, big 
buildings and big business. Many of our peo- 
ple have two beautiful automobiles in the yard 
or garage and a bank account. Internally, how- 
ever, our own nation is full of corruption. This 
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shows in our terrible crimes and our pitiable 
alcoholics. 


“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out 
of it are the issues of life’, says the wise man in 
Proverbs 4:23. How are we to keep our hearts? 


1. Keep our hearts sound and well and clean. 
A good many people go to the doctor regularly 
for a check-up on their physical hearts. Do we 
go regularly to the Great Physician for a check- 
up on the spiritual condition of our souls? Do 
we ask Him to search us and try us and see if 
there is any wicked way in us? 


The Bible says that naturally the heart is 
deceitful and desperately wicked; sometimes as 
hard as a rock. Such a heart needs to be “born 
again” regenerated, resurrected, quickened from 
the dead. 


The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were deeply con- 
cerned about washing their hands. Jesus told 
them that it was not unwashed hands that de- 
filed, but unwashed hearts. Are our hearts 
cleansed by the blood of Christ? 


2. Keep our hearts fixed: my heart is fixed, 
trusting in the Lord, sang the Psalmist. Blessed 
is the man whose heart is fixed on the Lord. 


A derelict is a drifting ship with no one to 
guide it; no rudder or compass, or captain at 
the wheel. 


There are many men and women like this 
today. Perhaps their hearts are fixed on busi- 
ness or home or pleasure and they are helpless 
when the storms come. Fix our hearts on Him, 
and we will have Someone to help us in our 
time of need. 


3. Keep our hearts full: someone has said that 
“an empty heart is the devil’s throne”. 


Of course a heart can be full of evil. Some 
men’s hearts seem that way, for our jails and 
penal institutions are full of such people and 
there are many more at large. 


We can fill our hearts with trash, for there 
is plenty of it in our books and magazines and 
newspapers. 


We can fill our hearts with the noble, beauti- 
ful and enriching things which abound. Paul 
gives us a list in Philippians 4:8 and says think 
on these things. 7 


Where I am sitting now I can see over one 
hundred beautiful Christmas cards which have 
been stuck in my books and almost cover my 
library. So the world is full of the good and love- 
ly, if we but look for them. | 


4. Keep our hearts tender: ‘“‘because thy heart 
was tender’, said God to the young king Josiah. 


Some hearts are like stone: we need hearts of 
flesh. 
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Hearts that are broken and contrite, turning 
from and hating sin. 


Hearts that respond to the call of God. 


Hearts that have compassion upon our fellow- 
men. 


Hearts that forgive as we hope to be forgiven 
God loves people with tender hearts. 


Keep our heart, for out of it are the issues of 
life; this life, and the life to come. 


The only way to keep our hearts is to give 
them to the Saviour Who says My son, My 
daughter, give me thine heart. He can keep for 
time and for eternity. Have you committed your 


heart to Him? 
—J. K. P. 


Two Misplaced Stanzas 


The Hymnbook has many excellent features. 
For one thing it is possible to find metrical ver- 
sions of the Psalms, whereas in the older Presby- 
terian Hymnal it is hard to find a real metrical 
version of any but the 23rd Psalm . . . though 
there are a few paraphrases of others. 


But there are slips in the Hymnbook, among 
them being at least two misplaced stanzas. It is 


tragic to have the grand hymn, “Mighty God, 


while angels bless thee’, Hymn No. 10 mutilat- 
ed by the deletion of this great stanza: 


But thy rich, Thy free redemption, 
Bright, tho’ veiled in darkness long, 
Tho’t is poor and poor expression— 
Who can sing that wondrous song? 
Brightness of the Father’s glory, 
Shall my praise unuttered lie? 

Break, my tongue, such guilty silence! 
Sing the Lord Who came to die. 


It is no adequate excuse to sav that often the 
third stanza is omitted and that only three 
stanzas are desired. The great truth of this 
stanza is lacking and the movement of thought 
is broken so that the fourth stanza is sung with- 
out full understanding. 


The excuse that only three stanzas are ap- 
propriate, however, falls to pieces when one 
picks up in the Hymnbook a Christmas hymn 
No. 158 in which one of the four verses suggests 
the invocation of the saints, particularly those 
of whom Rome has made so much, Mary and 
Joseph. By all means let the following be 
omitted and the verse deleted from “Mighty 


God” be restored: 


‘See Him in a manger laid 
Whom the angels praise above; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While we raise our hearts in love. 
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Let’s not start Mariolatry either by invoking 
her aid to sing our Christmas carols or by Ave 
Marias as solos. For there is one God and ONE 
MEDIATOR between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus. The distinctive mark of Christian 
prayer is that it is offered in the all-prevailing 
Name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We take refuge under the covert of His sacrifice 
and under the shield of His intercession. For 
His sake, His God is our God and His Father 


our Father. 
—W. C. R. 


The Results of Sin Live On 


Through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ 
who died for us on the cross, our sins may be 


forgiven and we may be “washed as white as 


snow” but had you ever considered the fact that 
the results, the effects of sin live on even though 
we have repented and been forgiven? 


The young man in his youth perhaps “sowed 
some wild oats”. The effects may be and often 
are visited on unborn future generations. Per- 
haps in our past we did someone a grievous 
wrong and that person may be living today an 
embittered, ruined life. If we are worldly, car- 
nal Christians, what is our example doing to 
those who look up to us and model their lives 
after ours? Example is a powerful thing and 
every Christian can ill afford to overlook its 
effects on others. Perhaps there are weeds in 
our minds, memories of the “wasted years” be- 
fore we were saved. What are their effects, on 
ourselves, on others? Can we afford to sit idly 
with folded arms, secure in our own salvation? 
True we may be saved but because of our acts, 
others may be lost. 


Some things cannot be undone. The spoken 
word cannot be unspoken. The thing that is done 


cannot be undone in its effects. Shouldn’t we © 


Christians then take careful thought of each 
act of our lives, of every spoken word and 
measure each by the yardstick laid down for us 
by our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord? 

—R. LeC. 


The Unique Christ 


His birth was contrary to the laws of life. 
His death was contrary to the laws of death. 
He had no cornfields or fisheries but He could 
spread a table for five thousand and have bread 
and fish to spare. He walked on no beautiful 
carpets or velvet rugs, but He walked on the 
waters of the sea of Galilee and they supported 
Him. 


When He died few men mourned. But a black 
crepe was hung over the sun. Though men 
trembled not for their sins, the earth beneath 
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them shook under the load. All nature honoured 
Him. Sinners alone rejected Him. Corruption 
could not get hold of His body. The soil that 
had been reddened with His blood could not 
claim His dust. 


Three years He preached His gospel. He 
wrote no book, built no church house, had no 
monetary backing. But after nineteen hundred 
years, He is the one central character of human 
history, the Pivot around which the events of 
the ages revolve, and the only Regeneration of 
the Human Race. 


Was it merely the Son of Joseph and Mary, 
who crossed the world’s horizon nineteen hun- 
dred years ago? Was it merely human blood that 
was spilled on Calvary’s Hill for the redemption 
of sinners? What thinking man can keep from 
exclaiming: “My Lord and My God!” 

(Anon.) 


Living Epistles 
IT. Cor. 3:2,3. 
By Martin A. Hopkins | 


Many non-Christians never read the Bible, 
but they do read us Christians. They know 
that we claim to be Christians; but if they see 
us lie and cheat and lose our tempers, they will 
say: ‘““These Christians are not different from 
non-Christians; I do not want to be a Chris- 
tian.” But if they see that we really seek to 
follow the Lord, they may want to follow 
Him too. 


There are three kinds of Greek manuscripts 
that illustrate three kinds of Christians; these 
manuscripts are known as Uncials, Cursives and 
Palimpsests. The Uncials are written in big 
letters (See Gal. 6:11 in RSV) and are clear and 
easy to read. Some Christians are like this. They 
are out and out for Christ, and really seek to 
follow Him (Rev. 14:4b). Everybody can easily 
see this (Acts 4:13). 


But there are Christians like tne Cursives, 
written in a sort of running hand, and are much 


_ harder to read. They are not big and bold and 


clear, and you have to watch them quite a while 
before you are sure that they are lrlatlone, yet 
with care you can read them plainly. 


There are other Christians who are like 
Palimpsests. hese were written on sheepskin 
or parchment. These were used for the most | 
important writings. They were very costly; so 
sometimes men would rub out the writing on 
an old parchment and write fresh things over 
the top of the old writing. Often the old are 
more important than the new, and now men 
try to discover the old writing underneath. 
They use chemicals, and with care have found 
out some very valuable old manuscripts. 
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These Palimpsests are like people who used 
to be clear, plain letters of Christ; but have 
lect other things come in and cover up the 
original writing, so that it is hard to see whether 
they are real Christians or not. 

God help each one of us always to be epistles 
like the Uncials written with big, clear letters, 
so that all men read us with ease. 

—Adapted from the Steward 


A Call for Christian Teachers 


Most parents in the United States and Canada 
regard the formal education of their children 
in public schools where the majority of the 
faculty is Christian as a matter of course. Many 
teachers in these schools find teaching not only 
a rewarding vocation but a practical expression 
of their Christian faith. 


But many parents, separated from their home- 
lands by the call of duty — business, professional 
and missionary — do not find the education of 
their children a matter of course at all. In most 


cases, even private schools with Christian teach- 


ers are rare. These parents, missionaries and 
non-missionaries alike, are grateful that Mission 
Boards, concerned for the children of their rep- 
resentatives abroad, establish and maintain ad- 


equate schools through the high school level. 


Teachers in these schools are rendering a high 
tvpe of Christian service. — 


One such school is the Canadian Academy in 
Kobe, Japan. From 1913 to 1941 the Canadian 


Academy was directed by the Mission of the — 


United Church of Canada and prepared hun- 
dreds of children for higher education in their 
homelands. After World War II the school was 
re-established in 1951 under its old name. But 
this time instead of being the sole responsibility 
of the United Church of Canada, it became the 
responsibility of 13 mission boards, of which 
two are Canadian, and the rest American. One 
of the American Boards is the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
The school ministers to a growing community 
of children from kindergarten to grade 12. The 
total enrolment for the year 1958-59 is 300. 


There are openings in the fall of 1959 for 
four Christian teachers for the elementary 
grades. Fully qualified teachers, interested in a 
period of from three to five years Christian serv- 
ice in Japan, should address inquiries either to 
the mission board of their church or directly to 
Mr. Douglas Bishop, Principal, Canadian Acad- 
emy, Nagamineyama, Nada-Ku, Kobe, Japan. 


(This request from the principal, Mr. Douglas 
Bishop, is endorsed by Mrs. John H. Brady, Jr., 
representative of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. on the Board of Trustees of Canadian 
Academy.) 
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MIS-Representation 
The National Council 


By Vernon W. Patterson 


Frequently the claim is made that the Na- 
tional Council of Churches represents 38 mil- 
lion Protestants. 


The Communist organ, THE WORKER, 


speaks of “the conferees” at the National Coun- 
cil’s World Order Study Conference, Cleveland, 
O., Nov. 18-21, 1958, as “spokesmen for 38,- 
000,000 church-goers.” 

The National Council’s own official report of 
its General Board meeting, Chicago, Dec. 3-4, 
1958, refers to “the Council’s constituency—33 
Protestant and Orthodox denominations with 
144,000 local churches and 38 million members.” 

This claim, expressed or implied, that the 
National Council represents 38 million Protest- 
ants is completely misleading and deceptive. 


Yet it is used to exert powerful influence on 
Congress, governmental agencies, denomina- 
tional organizations, and the people generally. 


In the first place, the Council has no control 
over its member denominations, and has no au- 
thority to speak offieially for any of them. Its 
own official publication, “Working Together 
Through the National Council of Churches,” 
states: 

“What is the National Council of Churches? 
It is a fellowship of 33 independent national de- 
nominations who desire to pool their material 
and spiritual resources to accomplish common 
tasks . . . The Council has no authority over 
member churches, but acts in a purely advisory 
role” (p. 199*). 

Second, its pronouncements are never sub- 
mitted to the members of the constituent 
churches for approval before being announced 
to the public. Therefore, these pronouncements 
could not possibly express the views of the mil- 
lions of members, who are given no opportunity 
to express their views. 


Third, the representation of each denomina- 
tion in the governing bodies of the National 


- Council is so small that these representatives 


have little influence on the actions taken and 
could by no means speak authoritatively for the 
members of their churches. 

Fourth, the actual control of the Council does 
not rest in its General Assembly and General 
Board, as it should according to its constitu- 
tion, but in a comparatively small group, who 
work between the meetings of these bodies be- 
hind the scenes. 
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As to the insignificant voice the denomina- 
tions have in the administration of the Council, 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. is an ex- 
ample. 


The two principal governing bodies of the 


Council are the General Assembly, composed of 
677 members (434 clergy, 243 laymen) , and the 
General Board, composed of 254 members (139 
clergy, 115 laymen). 


The General Assembly meets only every three 
years for five or six days. 


The General Board meets quarterly each year 
from one to three days. (Pp. 194, 195). 


The Presbyterian Church in the U. S., with a 
membership of 848,738, has only 18 representa- 
tives on the National Council’s General Assem- 
bly and only 4 on its General Board. These 4 
are taken from the 18 on the General Assembly. 
At the last triennial meeting of the Assembly 
in St. Louis, Dec. 1-6, 1957, only 12 voting repre- 
sentatives were present. 


18 on the General Assembly out of a total of 
667, and these met only once in three years! 
And these 18 represent 848,738 church members! 
And 4 of the General Board out of 254! 


And yet the chairman of this denomination’s 
representatives to the General Board, Rev. John 
S. Land, took pains in his report to his church's 
General Assembly “to emphasize that the Na- 
tional Council is the creature of the churches 
and is controlled and directed by their repre- 
sentatives...” (p. 195). 


As to the actual control of the Council, con- 
sider the following facts: 


Between the triennial meetings of the General 
Assembly and the quarterly meetings of the Gen- 
eral Board, a large personnel is working con- 
tinuously under the direction of a few dominant 
leaders, many of whom have been conspicuous 
for years for their radical, pacifistic, and so- 
cialistic activities. 


There are four Divisions (Home Missions, 
Foreign Missions, Christian Education, and 
Christian Life and Work); 2 “joint depart- 
ments” (evangelism and stewardship and family 
life), related to all divisions; and 3 “central 
departments;”” headquarters in New York City, 
an office in Washington and regional offices, 
serving the total program; 2 general depart- 
ments (United Church Women and United 
Church Men) ; and numerous committees. (E.g., 
on the General Assembly there are 21 standing 
committees.) 


To house this multiform operation — “the 
far-flung work of the Council and its various 
units” (p. 194) — a nineteen story building is 


being completed, costing twenty million dollars, 
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BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


called Interchurch Center, on Riverside Drive 
at 120th St., New York City. 


Dr. Roy G. Ross, General Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council, in his report to the General 
Board, Dec. 3-4. 1958. announced a new gift 
from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., ‘of $100,000 to 
assist the Council in its move to and occupancy 
of” the new building. 


The Board also authorized the purchase of a 
Services building as an adjunct to the National 
Council offices. 


It also adopted a net operating budget of $12.- 
129,270 for 1959. 


How these interim agencies and “behind the 
scenes” leaders really work is demonstrated by 
the Cleveland, O., World Order Study Confer- 
ence, which advocated the recognition of Red 
China. (See article next week.) 


*Page numbers refer to the Minutes of the 98th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S., Apr. 24-29, 1958. 
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Jaspers 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


During the nineteenth century it was widely 
held that the universe was neat and tidy. Every- 
thing could be clearly understood because every- 
thing was properly tucked away in its proper 
pigeon hole. This view was dominant both in 
philosophy and in religion, not to speak of 
science and popular literature. Although Jas- 
pers himself entered philosophy through his 
scientific studies, science and Positivism did not 
contribute so directly to the background of Jas- 
pers’ thought as did Hegelianism. Hegel had 
shown how Absolute Reason could arrange the 
categories from which nothing (well, almost 
nething) could escape. Modernism, descending 
from Schleiermacher, may not have been so 
streng wissenschaftlich, but it viewed man as 
rational and fundamentally good. God’s in His 
heaven; all’s right with the world. 


Hegel had not long been dead when Karl 
Marx and Soren Kierkegaard attacked this 
scheme of rational perfection. At first it seemed 
that the work of these two men would have no 


effect. Marx’s influence went into underground 


plotting and came to light in the Bolshevik rev- 
olution of 1917. Kierkegaard lay quite forgotten 
and was discovered only after World War I. 
There was a reason why these two thinkers burst 
into prominence at the same time. If people 
at large could not grasp the technical criticism 
directed against the Hegelian Absolute, the 
brutal wars of this century convinced them that 
not all is right with the world and that man 
is neither good nor rational. 


These trends, and in particular the repudia- 
ticn of reason, produced national socialism (Hit- 
ler) and international socialism (Stalin) in 
politics, existentialism in philosophy, and neo- 
orthodoxy in religion. Although religiously 
minded people might be inclined to restrict their 
attention to neo-orthodoxy, on the ground that 
it is more directly their concern, nonetheless 
some knowledge of the wider existential phil- 
osophy is useful for understanding the basic phil- 
osophic ideas which these theologians apply to 
religious problems. For such a purpose this 
article will discuss Karl Jaspers. 


Jaspers became interested in _ philosophy 
through his studies in psychopathology. He was 
confronted with that dogmatic materialism 
which held that all mental illness was a physical 
disturbance of the brain. This theory, Jaspers 
saw, went far beyond the evidence. Undoubted- 
ly an abnormal condition of the brain is some- 
times the cause of mental illness, and in such 
cases physical treatment may cure the brain 
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and restore sanity; but other cases are purely 
mental or spiritual. At this time also Freud was 
attempting to explain man in terms of sexual 
impulses. Sexual desires may of course cause 
mental aberrations, but the absolutization of 
sex is as mistaken as the absolutization of ma- 
terialism. Similarly the Marxian attempt to ex- 
plain by absolutizing economics is grossly one- 
sided. 


From studies as these Jaspers concluded that 
there is no single viewpoint, no one principle, 
no single method by which to explain man. 
Each has some value, as a partial explanation, 
in a few cases. All should be used from time to 
time as the instance dictates. But the being of 
man cannot be exhausted by even the best 
theory. Now, this conclusion Jaspers did not 
restrict to psychopathology. He generalized it, 
and in doing so he obtained the guiding theme 
of all his later philosophy. In this: There is 
no absolute whatever. No explanation of any- 
thing is ever complete and final. 


There are many philosophies and many world- 
views; they are all legitimate psychologically; 
all fill some human need; but there is no super- 
standpoint from which to judge among them. 
Conceptualization, best exemplified in Hegel, 
is superficial. Linear implication, as he terms 
traditional logic, and the belief that one pos- 
sesses the truth are hypocrisy and inauthenticity. 
Concepts are at best indefinite subjective ap- 
proximations. We make schemes and we re- 
make them. We never attain a true world-view. 
There is no fixed and final standpoint. 


_ This theme Jaspers is never tired of repeating 
and defending. Kant’s antinomies are evidence 
for it. They show the limits of knowledge. 
When one asks whether the world is finite or 
infinite, either in space or time, no answer is 
forthcoming. Or, worse, both answers are equally 
arguable. Now, in the case of an ordinary con- 
tradiction, if the terms are unambiguous, we 
always believe that one part is wrong and that 
the argument to support it is invalid. Kant’s 
antinomies, however, are supported by equally 
valid arguments on both sides. The reason for 
this impasse is that the question concerns the 
world as a whole. Yet the world as a whole is 
never an object of human experience. No one 
has ever seen the world as a whole. Maybe there 
is no world as a whole. The appearance of the 


-antinomies is therefore a warning that we have 


passed beyond the limits of knowledge. All our 
knowledge concerns parts of the world, par- 
ticulars, individual things. These always stand 
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in relation to other parts. We know such a par- 
ticular only in its relation to its surroundings. 
We know it only from the viewpoint which at 
that moment we take. We cannot know it as it is 
in itself, for this would require us to know the 
world as a whole. 


Hegel, when he tried to subsume everything 
under general rational categories, lost the in- 
dividual things in their particularity. Only the 
general remained. (His grudging admission of 
certain exceptions only betrays his failure.) Pos- 
itivism seems at first to insist on the individual 
things; but here too the individual is lost in 
the generality of mechanical law. In spite of 
its early protests against Hegelian absolutism, 
Positivism is equally absolutistic. And the one 
absolutism is as mistaken as the other. 


What then must be done? In answer it will 
be impossible to follow Jaspers through his thou- 


sands of pages; but, I believe, it will not really 


misrepresent him to attend to one basic con- 
sideration. 


Jaspers savs (not too intelligibly in my opin- 
ion) that we must be our authentic selves by 
transcending the relativism of knowledge. This 
is not to say that there is a knowable object be- 
vond the world on the basis of which we can 
solve the problem of philosonhy. There is no 
super-absolute beyond the -absolutes of Hegel 
and the Positivists. But there is some dimly 
dreamed background which makes our known 
world meaningful even while remaining mean- 
ingless. 


But, you say, this cannot be. Reality must be 
either meaningful or meaningless; it cannot be 
both. How are we better off transcending the 
antinomies to a position that is not a position? 
What reason can be given in favor of making 
an existential choice that is not based on reason? 


To such obiections Taspers gives a disconcert- 
ing reply. This choice, this transcending, this 
authentic self cannot be explained or under- 
stood. To demand reasons, as this objection 
does, betrays a failure to “understand” what 
Jaspers has been saying. The objection assumes 
some sort of absolute, some definite standpoint, 
by which such questions should be answered. 
But this is what Jaspers claims to have proved 
impossible. 


Endless dialectic, all embracing relativism, in- 
soluble antinomies do not allow any fixity. 
When applied to religion this means that there 
is no one religion good and valid for all men. 
All religions are partial and relative; all satisfy 
some need; all are good so tar as they go... 
with perhaps the exception of the Christian re- 
ligion. Jaspers has no place for a history of re- 
demption, for this presupposes a beginning, a 
middle, and an end of the world. To conclude 
all men under sin is to treat all men by one 
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method. No such generality is permissible. In 
particular, the Incarnation is an absurdity be- 
cause it establishes a fixed center of meaning. 
Worse perhaps than other absurdities the In- 
carnation is a threat to human dignity. It pre- 
vents man from being a free personality, for it 
implies that man exists for the glory of God 
and not for and in himself alone. 


The objections a Christian makes against Jas- 
pers must assume what Jaspers denies. If Jas- 
pers cannot persuade the Christian to rela- 
tivize his position and to view Christianity as 
merelv one limited viewpoint among many, what 
further can Jaspers say? All he can do is to pro- 
nounce anathemas, as he did upon Calvin: “In 
uncharitable intolerance he is the horrible anti- 
thesis of philosophy both in theory and practice 

. He is the apex of that incarnation of Chris- 
tian intolerance against which cne can oppose 
nothing but intolerance.” 


The Calvinist, however. can do something 
more than anathemize. When Jaspers said that 
realitv was both meaningful and meaningless, 
he repudiated the law of excluded middle. As 
mentioned before, he looks with disfavor on 
straight line implication. But if logic is untrust- 
worthy and if x is both x and not x, words lose 
their definite meaning, all statements become 
ambiguous, and intelligible discussion ceases. 
This, rather than Calvin is the horrible anti- 
thesis of all philosophy; and this is what Jaspers 
has treated us to. But no man has ever broken 
legic without logic breaking him. 


The neo-orthodox theologians come out of 
the same general movement that produced Jas- 
pers. ‘They all more or less clearly despise 
reason, clear cut concents, and definite positions. 
Thev do not agree with Jaspers on every point. 
On the contrary they usually show an attach- 
ment to the idea of incarnation. A study olf 
their existentialist background, however, leads 
one to wonder whether they can possibly com- 
bine a truly Christian view of the Incarnation 
with their irrational, relativistic philosophy. Do 
they perchance use the term Incarnation in 
some vague and ambiguous sense? If they repu- 
diate all conceptual framework, as some of them 
explicitly admit, can they retain an intelligible 
concept of the Incarnation, or of anything else? 
At any rate, a better understanding of Neo- 
orthodoxy is to be had through a study of the 
pit from which it, like Kary Jaspers, was digged. 


(footnote) The expository part of this article 
is based on R. D. Knudsen’s mono- 
graph, The Idea of Transcendence 
in the Philosophy of Karl Jaspers. 
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1 Will Fear No Evil 


G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


Scripture: Habakkuk 3 


Our Scripture this morning is the prayer of 
the prophet Habakkuk; the prayer of a man 
who had just been told that ruination and des- 
truction were just around the corner. Calamity 
was coming and there was nothing that he 
could do about it. There was nothing that God 
was going to do about it, either, because God 
was sending it. 


Babylon was on the march. Judah was about 
to experience the breakdown of her defenses, 
the slaughter of her armies and the captivity 
of her people. It was a time to remind one of 
the days of Noah, as far as Judah was concerned. 
Except that this time there would be no ark. 
It was, perhaps, later in the reign of King 
Josiah or early in that of King Jehoiachim. The 


stench of Judah’s evil had risen to the nostrils — 


of the Lord and He was about to purge the 
evil with fire and with sword. Israel had already 
disappeared, to be gone forever. Assyria had 
knocked on the very gates of Jerusalem only to 
be driven back in the days of Hezekiah. Then 
Babylon had arisen with greater power than 
Assyria. Babylon had conquered Assyria and 
now Babylon was coming. 


Confronted with the impending doom of his 
nation, Habakkuk uttered the prayer we have 
recorded in the 3rd chapter of his prophecy. 
Here is his reaction to the revelation that God 
is about to pour out the vial of His wrath upon 
Judah. The monstrous Chaldeans are coming. 
God is sending them. Habakkuk is trembling 
at the prospect. He says that he has butterflies 
in the pit of his stomach at the very thought of 
it. He says that his lips are quivering that he 
feels weak all over. Wrote he, “When I heard, 
my belly trembled, My lips quivered at the voice. 
Rottenness entered into my bones, and I 
trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day 
of trouble.” Then Habakkuk wrote something, 
on the face of it, very strange. He wrote that no 
matter what hapened, he would find joy in the 
Lord. No matter how beaten, or bruised, or 
hungry or desolate he was about to become, he 
would joy in the God of his salvation! 


Now that was a strange thing to say to the 
very One that was sending the trouble. But 
Habakkuk had discovered certain important 
things about life. Some of life’s secrets had sud- 
denly occurred to him. It took calamity to 
open his eyes to joy. It took tragedy and trouble 
to bring him to a point of confidence and glad- 
ness. It may seem strange to say this of the 
prophet. But it was so. | 
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-Let’s look at what Habakkuk found. First of 


all he found that trouble does not mean disaster, — 


in the providence of God. Trouble does not 
mean that God’s plans have gone awry or that 
His Will is being defeated. Trouble can some- 
times mean that His Will is being carried out. To 
be in trouble does not necessarily indicate that 
all is lost. To be in trouble can mean that all 
is proceeding according to plan. 


Sometimes trouble can be the chastening of 
the Lord for a purpose. That purpose can be 
either in time or in eternity. The corruption 
of Judah had reached such proportions that 
nothing but a complete sterilization of the land 
would do to cleanse it. Only the complete purg- 
ing of the people would make them fit to be re- 
stored. So God sent the destroying fire of His 
purification for that purpose. Idolatry had 
been rampant in Judah until the captivity. 
Afterwards the children of Israel never again 
turned to idols. It was the purging of the Lord 
which was about to occur and that for God. 


For another thing, trouble does not mean 
disaster, in the providence of God, for God can 
bring us out of trouble, when His purpose is 
accomplished. “Turn unto me in your day of 
trouble” said the Lord through the Psalmist. 
“T will deliver thee and thou shalt glorify me.” 
The children of Israel, in their day of trouble, 
turned unto God. And He delivered them. 


Now God is most assuredly the author of 


_ some things that you and I call trouble. The 


sword was coming against Judah in the days of 
Habakkuk, and God Himself was sending it. 
But this is the lesson: Though it was a calamity 
in the eyes of the people, it was no calamity to 


the Lord. Though it was trouble, it was not 


for evil, it was for good. 


The second thing Habakkuk learned was that . 


the meaning of life is not measured in time, but 
in eternity. It is impossible for you and for me 
to interpret things in life accurately, unless we 
know everything that God knows. All that you 
and I can see is today. We cannot see tomorrow, 
but it is tomorrow that counts. 


Today doesn’t mean anything by itself. To- 
day may look good to me and yet not be good 
at all. Today may look beautiful and when I 
look back on it tomorrow I may see that it 
wasn’t nearly as beautiful as I thought. 


Things may look true and clean today. To- 
morrow, when I look back, I may discover that 
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they were false and filthy. Yesterday I couldn't 
see the whole, I could see only a part. And I 
misjudged the part that I could see. 


Things may look black and dismal today, but 
if I could see tomorrow I might see that the 
very things that look blackest today are not 
black at all. They are shining white in the 
providence of God. This is what I meant when 
I said that Habakkuk discovered that the mean- 
ing of life cannot be measured in time but only 
in eternity. In the providence of God all things 
work for good to those who are called according 
to God’s purpose. You and I are afflicted with 
the disease of incomplete vision. We cannot 
see the whole, we can see only a part. And the 
part we see is so often a false picture of the 
whole. 


Look about you! On every side you can de- 
tect the symptoms of this human disease, in- 
complete vision. There is the small child crying 
her heart out because her pet puppy has died, 
for her, life has come to an end. Mother can 
argue that she will soon forget. She doesn’t be- 
lieve it. 


There are the lovers aged 15 and 16 who not 
long ago were reported in the papers as having 
been refused them permission to marry. For 
them, at the ripe old age of sixteen life had be- 
come empty and meaningless. Unable to measure 
reality beyond the limit of their adolescent vi- 
sion, they decided that nothing was left for them 
to live for. 


We shake our heads when we read of the 
follies of youth, but what of the follies of age? 
What of the feeling that seizes us, when some- 
thing happens that we cannot understand, that 
God has left His heaven? What of the despair 
in frustration or the sorrow in loss that leaves 
us troubled in spirit and shaken in faith? There 
is no qualitative difference—you know—between 
the teen-ager who sees nothing ahead because 
his marriage plans have gone awry, and the man 
or woman of 60 who sees nothing ahead because 
the Lord who gives has also seen fit to take 
away. 


Not so for the Christian who walks close to 
his Lord. We may be cast down in this life, but 
we will not despair, for with Habakkuk we 
know that the meaning of life is measured not in 
time, but in eternity. This is what the prophet 
meant when earlier he had said, ““The Just shall 
live by faith.” How do the Just live by faith? 
He meant that the Christian doesn’t live by 
what he can see, but by what he can believe. 
The Christian doesn’t walk by sight, he walks 
by faith. He doesn’t measure the value of God’s 
blessings by what he holds in his hand but by 
what he feels in his soul. He doesn’t evaluate 
the goodness of God only by what he can see, 
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but by what he knows his future hope to be as 
well. The Just live by faith! 


One last thing Habakkuk discovered was that 
true happiness is not the fruit of the flesh but 
is rather the fruit of the spirit. That is to say, 
our joy and peace do not issue from our ma- 
terial blessings, but from our spiritual blessings. 
Contentment does not depend upon circum- 
stance but upon Salvation. It isn’t the material 
world in which true happiness is measured, it’s 
the spiritual world. Whatever the prospects, hu- 
manly speaking, we can still have sweet inter- 
course with the Lord. And therein lies true joy. 


David knew this, when he was out in the wil- 
derness hiding in a cave from King Saul. 
Hungry and lonely, David sang the joy which 
he felt in the presence of his Lord. “Though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of 


death,”” he wrote, “TI will fear no evil.” 


Paul, in prison, knew this. Though his feet 
were bound in the stocks, and his wrists shackled 
by chains, he could sing hymns of praise from 
the heart. 


John Bunyan knew this. While he _ rotted 
away in Bedford jail he found time to write 
the Pilgrim’s Progress which is so full of Chris- 
tian joy. 


The Pilgrims knew this. In the cold of win- 
ter, far from home and close to starvation, they 
gathered to offer thanks unto Almighty God. 
Every Christian who has ever had to pass 
through deep waters knows this: that the joy 
and the beauty of life are not measured by 
what we can see with our physical eyes, but by 
the measure of the fullness of Christ within. 


Read again the words of the Prophet: “AI- 
though the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive 
shall fail and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my sal- 
vation.” 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 8. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus The Cross 


Background Scripture: Mark 14:12-42 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 4:14-5:9 


As our Redeemer Jesus executes the office of Prophet, Priest, and King. For the next few lessons we 
will be studying His work as our Great High Priest: Christ, let us see what the Shorter Catechism says 
about His work as Priest: “Christ executeth the office of a priest in His once offering up of Himself 
a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for us”. 
Part of His work was done on earth as He faced the cross and died for our sins. Part of His work is done 


in heaven where He makes continual interces- 
sion for us. We will be studying the first part 
of His work. As we stand on this holy ground 
and see Him suffer and die, let us pray that 
the Holy Spirit may open the eyes of our under- 
standing, (our hearts), that we may share His 
suffering with Him. We are familiar with the 
words; the danger is that we will read them 
thoughtlessly and without feeling. Tears ought 


to come to our eyes every time we read of His 


sufferings. Often we read with dry eyes and un- 
touched hearts. May the Holy Spirit give us 
tender hearts as we study these lessons about 
His work as our High Priest and as we watch 
Him die for our sins on the cross. 


Now, may I turn with you and see what the 


- Book of Hebrews has to say as given in our De- 


votional Reading from Hebrews 4:14-5:9. I 
wish to quote some of these words. ‘‘Seeing that 
we have a great high priest, that is passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our profession. For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need...So also Christ glorified not 
Himself to be made an high priest; but He 
that said unto Him, Thou art my Son, today 
have I begotten thee . . . Who in the days of 
His flesh, when He had. offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto 
Him that was able to save from death, and was 
heard in that He feared; though He were a Son, 
vet learned He obedience by the things which He 
suffered; and being made perfect, He became the 


author of eternal salvation unto all them that | 


obey Him”. 


It is about “the things which He suffered” 
that we will study for the next few lessons. We 
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commonly think of His sufferings on the cross, 
but Jesus suffered a great deal before He was 
actually nailed to the cross. He knew just what 
was coming. He realized how bitter the cup 
was that He would drink. His suffering as He 
instituted the Lord’s Supper, as He prayed in 
Gethsemane, as He was brutally and shamefully 
treated by the Jews and by the soldiers, and as 
He went to Calvary bearing the cross; all the 
things which He suffered as He became our 
High Priest and offered up Himself a sacrifice. 
He came, not with the blood of animals, but 
with His own precious blood which He gave 
for the sins of the world. He faced the cross for 
us. May we face it with Him and travel by 
His side as He goes from the Upper Room to 
the Garden, from the Garden to the Judgment 
Hall, and from the Judgment Hall to the Cross. 
There is blood all the way. It is His blood shed 
for many, for the remission of sin. 


Our lesson naturally divides itself into two 
parts: (1) In the Upper Room and (2) In the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 


I. Jn the Upper Room: Mark 14:12-25 


‘Two things, very important things, took place 
in the Upper Room. The first was the keeping 
of the Passover. The other was the Institution 
of the Lord’s Supper, a Holy Sacrament. 


The disciples had asked where they were to 
keep the Passover and He had instructed them 


how to find the “large upper room furnished 
prepared’, there they were to make ready. 


The Passover, as we know, was the feast of the 
Jews which commemorated the passing over of 


the death angel of all the houses where the 


blood of the lamb had been put on the lintel 
and door posts when God smote all the first- 
born in the land of Egypt. The Israelites had 
been redeemed, or spared, because of the blood. 
The important part was the blood. Christ, our 
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Passover, 1s sacrificed and the important part 
is the blood which He shed on Calvary. 


As they ate, Jesus said to them, one of you 
which eateth with me shall betray me and He 
pointed out the traitor by giving him, Judas 
Iscariot, a sop from the dish. Compare the ac- 
counts in all the gospels and you get the com- 
plete story. John tells us that Jesus said to 
Judas, That thou doest, do quickly. No man at 
the table knew what He meant by this, but 
Judas, who went to the rulers of the Jews to get 
his band of men and come back to take Him. 
It is hard to see how a man could be as base as 
Judas. Some have tried to make excuses of var- 
ious kinds. Jesus calls him a devil and that 
settles the matter. Peter’s sin in denying Him 
is not in the same category with this base crime 
cf Iudas. He went to his own place after hang- 
ing himself. 

It was while they were eating that Jesus took 
the bread and wine and instituted the Lord’s 
Supper, one of the two sacraments of the Chris- 
tian church. There has been a great deal of con- 
troversy over what Jesus meant when He said, 
This is my body; This is my blood. The Roman 
Catholic Church believes that the bread and 
wine turn into the actual body and blood of 
Christ. In the Protestant Church some keep it 
as a mere memorial, while others believe that 


bv faith we feed cur souls on His body and > 


blood. The change is not in the bread and wine, 
but if we partake in the proper manner it is a 
means of grace making us stronger and better 
Christians. Our catechism says, “The Lord’s 
Supper is a sacrament, wherein, by giving and 
receiving bread and wine, according to Christ’s 
appointment, His death is shown forth; and 
the worthy receivers are, not after a corporal 
and carnal manner, but by faith, made _ par- 
takers of His body and blood, with all His bene- 
fits, to their spiritual nourishment and growth 
in grace”. It is a pity that this sacrament which 
should be the means of drawing all Christians 
together has divided the church into two or three 
groups. 


It is easy to see why we believe that the 
Lord’s Supper has taken the place of the Pass- 
over. He makes this so plain that it is generally 
accepted by all Christians. Jewish unbelievers 
still keep the Passover, if they are orthodox 
Jews. 


After they had sung a hymn they went out 
to the Mount of Olives. 


II. In the Garden of Gethsemane: 26-42 


As they were going to the Mount of Olives 
Jesus told them that all ye shall be offended be- 
cause of me this night. Peter speaks confidently, 
rather boastfully, perhaps, Although all shall be 
ottended, yet will not-I. Jesus said to him, Verily 
I say unto thee, that this day, even in this night, 
before the cock crow twice, thou shall deny me 
thrice. ‘Then Peter said vehemently, If I should 
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die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. 
Likewise said they all. How weak we are and 
how careful we ought to be; spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak. 


And they came to the place called Gethsemane 
(an oil press). It was located at the foot of the 
Mount of Olives. He left part of His disciples, 
and taking Peter, James and John, went further 
into the Garden. I want us to notice some of 
the expressions used: ‘Began to be sore amazed, 
and to be very heavy (R.V. sore troubled) ; and 
saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful 
unto death: tarry ye here and watch”. I heard 
one of our ministers say that he felt like Jesus 
suffered mere in the garden than on the cross. 
His mental and_= spiritual agony was _ so 
awful, as He faced the drinking of the cup 
of the sins of the world. He _ went for- 
ward a little and fell on the ground, and prayed, 
Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; 
take this cup from me: nevertheless not what I 
will, but what thou wilt. He comes back and 
finds the three disciples sleeping and saith to 
Peter, Simon, (calling him by his old name, 
the “sand” name), sleepest thou? couldest not 
thou watch one hour? If Peter had watched 
that hour, he might have had the courage not 
to have denied Him a little later. 


Again He went away and prayed and again 
He finds them asleep. The third time He said, 
sleep on now, and take your rest, the hour 1S 
come, behold the Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Have we ever really been 
with Him in the Garden? Do we see what it 
meant to Him? May the Spirit help us to under- 
stand this scene and to see Him as He knelt 
in agony. | 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 8 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Officers Of The Church 


Scripture: I Timothy 3:1-13 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er The Tumult” 
“Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 


(An effective way of acquainting the young 
people with the work of the church officers 
would be to invite an Elder and a Deacon to 
your meeting to speak on the nature and work 
of their respective offices, and then to answer 
questions. If this does not prove possible, you 
could invite the minister to lead your discussion 
on “the officers of the church’’.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: . 


Last week we considered some of the many 
professional types of church work . . . types of 
church work from which people receive their 
livelihood. We said that all of these should be 
thought of as divine callings. Today we shall 
carry the thought just a bit farther by saying 
that God has a calling for all of His people. 
He calls people to serve Him as Christian doc- 
tors, lawyers, teachers, business men, secretaries, 
farmers, and homemakers. They are serving 
Him as they go about their work, if they dedi- 
cate that work to His glory. He also has a call- 
ing for these people in the church. They have 
a church calling just as definitely as ministers 
and TD. C. E.’s. but they do not earn their living 
by church work. There are worshippers, teach- 
ers, choir members. We are thinking especially 
today of the men who are called of God through 
the vote of the congregation to serve as church 
officers. As the program proceeds, let us seek 
to increase our appreciation and understanding 
of the church officers we have now, and let us 
be making preparation for the time when some 
of the boys in our group will be chosen to serve 


' as officers of the church. 


First Speaker: 


The officers of the Presbyterian Church are 
Elders and Deacons. We believe these two of- 
ices have a sound basis in the Bible. These 
two offices about which we read in the Scripture 
lesson, and they are mentioned together in 
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Philippians (read Phil. 2:1.). Our word “El- 
der’ comes from the Greek word “presbuteros”, 
which means “older one”. It is from this Greek 
word that we take our name Presbyterian, mean- 
ing that our church is governed by Elders. The 
term “Elder” and “bishop” are used _ inter- 
changeably in the Bible. In Titus 1:5 and 7 (read 
these verses) the two titles are used in reference 
to. the same office. The title “Elder” refers to 
maturity (especially spiritual maturity) , and the 
title “Bishop”refers to the function of the of- 
fice. “Bishop comes from a Greek word which 
means “overseer”. The word is actually trans- 
lated “overseer” in Acts 20:28 (read verse). 
The Elder or bishop is one who is a spiritual 
overseer of the church. | 


There are two kinds of Elders in the church, 
Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders. Ruling 
Elders are elected from among the membership 
of the church, and Teaching Elders are ministers. 
Both types have equal authority to speak, vote, 
and hold office in the courts of the church. 
Regarding the duties of Ruling Elders, the Book 
of Church Order says: “They should visit the 
people at their homes, especially the sick; they 
should instruct the ignorant, comfort the 
mourner, nourish and guard the children of the 
Church . . . they should pray with and for the 
people; they should be careful and diligent in 
seeking the fruit of the preached Word among 
the flock; and should inform the Pastor of cases 
of sickness, affliction, and awakening, and of 
all others which may need his special attention.” 
Elders are also charged with the responsibility 


_ of correcting error in belief and conduct among 


the members. 


The name “Deacon” also comes from a Greek 
word which means “servant”. The word is 
translated “servant” many times in the Bible. 
It is a related word that Christ uses to describe 
His work in Mark 10:45. Deacons are to minister 
to the needs of the church, which includes peo- 
ple as well as the organization and property of 
the church. The office is first mentioned in 
Acts 6 when seven men were chosen to assist 
the Apostles in ministering to the needs of the 
church at Jerusalem. 


The Book of Church Order has these things 
to say about the duties of Deacons: “It is the 


duty of the Deacons to minister to those who 
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are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and 
to any who may be in distress. It is their duty 
also to develop the grace of liberality in the 
members of the church, to devise effective 
methods of collecting the gifts of the people, and 
to distribute these gifts among the objects to 
which they are contributed. They shall have the 
care of the property of the congregation, both 
real and personal, and shall keep in_ proper 
repair the church edifice and other buildings 
belonging to the congregation.” In all their 
work the Deacons are under the supervision of 
the Session, which is made up of the Elders. 


Second Speaker: 

The Bible and the Book of Church Order are 
very clear as to the qualifications which church 
officers are to meet. The effectiveness of church 
officers and the spiritual strength of a particular 
church are determined to a very large extent by 
the way in which the officers measure up to 
these standards. 


In the first place, both Elders and Deacons 
are to be men of sound faith. (Read Titus 1:9 
and I Tim. 3:9.) This means that church of- 
ficers must have some very definite convictions 
as to what the Bible teaches, and they must ac- 
cept these teachings for themselves. It is not 
permissible for a person to believe whatever he 
wants to and still be an officer in the Presby- 
terian church. Our church has a body of prop- 
ositions which we believe to be the teachings 
of the Scriptures. They are contained in the 
Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms. Those who hold office in the church 
are required to know and believe these teachings, 
and if their convictions ever become at variance 


with the church’s doctrines, they are pledged 
to make it known. 3 : 


These officers are also to be men of exemplary 
character. Their lives must be visible expressions 
of what they profess to believe. They should 
come from well-ordered Christian homes. They 
should be men of unquestionable honesty and 
moral purity. They should be self-controlled 

. hot given to strong drink or fits of anger. 
They should have proved themselves to be per- 
sons of stability and sound judgment. Above 
all, they should be men who love Christ and 
reflect His love and compassion. 


A person’s aptness to hold office in the church 
can also be determined by his faithfulness to 
the church. The officers are the chosen leaders 
of the flock, and the loyalty of the members to 
their church is ordinarily no greater than the 
loyalty of the officers. In churches where the 
services are well attended and the whole pro-_ 
gram of the church receives strong support, we 
are sure to find faithful officers. On the other 
hand, in churches where the officers do not take 
their responsibilities seriously, the whole mem- 
bership of the church is likely to be character- 
ized by unfaithfulness. 


Program Leader: 


From these observations we can see how im- 
portant the officers are to the life of the church. 
To be an officer in the church is one of the 
most important tasks to which God ever calls 
a person. Let us close our meeting with a prayer 
for our officers, thanking God for their faith- 
fulness, and asking His continued blessings on 
their work. 


NEWS 


CHU RCHES 


Matters Considered at a Meeting of the 
Trustees of The Montreat Retreat 
Association and the Trustees of 
Montreat College in Session 
February 4, 1959 
By F. L. JACKSON, Acting President 


The charter of the Mountain Retreat Association 
was amended last year so that every Trustee is 
now a Director. The fifty trustees appointed by 
the General Assembly and the Synods now function 
as Trustees and Directors both for the Mountain 
Retreat Association as_one corporation and in like 
manner as Trustees of Montreat College a separate 
corporation. The corporate affairs of the two 
institutions are separately operated. A new set 
of by-laws for each corporation has been adopted. 
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These changes became effective August 6th, 1958. 


The Trustees met in Charlotte February 4th for 
the first semi-annual session under the new charter 
and by-laws. Thirty-five members of the board 
were present. Dr. F. L. Jackson, Acting President, 
and Mr. Harry K. McDonnold, Business Manager 
of the Association were present and made reports 
on their official duties. Dr. D. J. Cumming, repre- 
senting the Board of World Mission; Dr. B. J. 
Mcllhany representing the Board of Annuities and 
Relief; and Rev. Robert Turner, Director of Chris- 


‘tion Education for the Synod of North Carolina, 


representing the Board of Christian Education were 
present by invitation and participated helpfully 
in the discussions. 

The Trustees met in the forenoon as Trustees 
of the Mountain Retreat Association and in the 


- afternoon as Trustees of Montreat College. 


The agenda of the meetings consisted largely 
of matters that came up through standing com- 
mittees. The Finance Committee reported that 
since the Annual Meeting in August the long term 
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obligations had been re-financed so that long 
over-due operating obligations had been paid off 
and schedule of payments on long term notes 
ean be met without embarrassment. . : 


The Building and Grounds Committee reported 
that a deed had been issued to the Board of 
Women’s Work for a lot upon which they plan to 
erect a building at an early date. Needs were ex- 
pressed for: (1) a master building plan; (2) a study 
of an improved program for lighting, parking, and 
beautifying the grounds; (3) investigation into 
matter of selective timber cutting; and (4) a 
need for additional lots to be made available for 
both homes and use by the Association in its 
program and work. Mr. McDonnold told of plans 
to have additional light by next summer. 


The Administration Committee had a careful 
study of the administrative organizations and had 
recommended and put in effect several desirable 
changes. 


The Conference and Program Committee had 
found the by-laws relating to the conferences in- 
adequate and had made recommendation to a 
special committee charged with the study of changes 
that might have come to light after six months 
operation under the by-laws adopted last summer. 
Recommended changes were made while others 
were referred for further study for consideration 
at the annual meeting next August. 


Dr. F. L. Jackson, Acting President, submitted 
a detailed financial report of the operations of 
the Association for the year 1958 and a budget 
for report to the Budget and Stewardship Com- 
mittee of the General Assembly for approval. The 
attendance at Montreat last summer was less than 
usual. Income at the hotels was less than for 
1957 but expense likewise was less. Approximately 
the same profit was made. 1958 was a good year 
for the business affairs of the Association. Needs 
that will require capital funds to provide were 
listed as follows: (1) A group of efficiency apart- 
ments; (2) development to provide additional lots 
on which to build homes; (3) additional parking 
areas; (4) a social and business center with post 
office, snack bar, conference rooms, etc.; (5) a 
new administration building; (6) an endowment 
for conference programs to relieve gate charges; 
(7) expansion of water, light, sewage facilities; 
(8) better lighting of walks and roads; and (9) 
refurbishing Assembly Inn. | 


Mr. Jones Y. Pharr, Jr., chairman of the nomi- 
nating committee, made a progress report on the 
committee’s effort to secure a nominee for the 

residency of the Mountain Retreat Association. 

e hopes to be able to ask for a called meeting 
of the Trustees before many more weeks to 
receive the committee’s report. 


A communication from the year around cot- 
tage owners was received and considered. They 
«.e asking for better police protection and other 
considerations. 


In the afternoon the Trustees convened as 
Trustees of Montreat College. The discussion and 
action on College matters centered particularly in 
three areas: finance, accreditation, and contract 


between the Association and the College outlining 


the time when and the terms under which the 
buildings belonging to one corporation might be 
used by the other corporation. 


The Education Committee had made an ex- 
haustive study of the question of accreditation 
of Montreat College and the possibility of securing 


sufficient financial backing to operate the College 
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as a four year college. No hope could be enter- 
tained for accreditation as a Senior College any 
time soon and without accreditation a college will 
not attract students. After consultation with edu- 
cators and after conferring with accrediting agen- 
cies it was recommended that Montreat College 
will be changed from a Senior to a Junior College 
effective as soon as the charter can be changed 
and other details worked out. It is believed that 
accreditation as a Junior College can be had very 
soon. It was also voted to change the name of 
the College to Montreat-Anderson College. This 
was done to perpetuate the memory and appreci- 
ation of Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Anderson for the 
vision of establishing the College and the financial 
support and labors that have sustained the College 
from its beginning as a normal school to that of 
its present standing as a college. This change will 
become effective as the many details involved can 
be worked out. 


The Finance Committee of the College Trustees 
reported that since last meeting $30,000 had been 
raised for operating expenses and _ scholarship; 
that $55,000 had been added to the college en- 
dowment fund; and that a conditional pledge of 
$25,000 had been secured. 


Change of Address: Rev. Byron L. Milton, from 
Anderson, S. C., to 300 Lombardy Way, Acworth, 
Georgia. 


Shikoku College Accredited 


Zentsuji, Japan — Shikoku Christian College, 
supported by the Japan Mission of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S., was one of two institu- 
tions in Japan to receive accredited junior college 
status during 1958 according to an announcement 
by the Japan Ministry of Education last December. 
Major departments in the college are English lan- 
guage and Christian Studies. The English Depart- 
ment prepares young people for teaching positions 
in junior high schools, opportunities in business 
firms requiring a knowledge of English, inter- 
preters, and tourist guides. Graduates of the col- 
lege have made successful transfers to college and 
seminary in the United States. 


The Department of Christian Studies prepares 
candidates for seminary and fits graduates for 
service as missionary helpers and other church re- 
lated occupations. Students in this department can 
select courses in the field of social service prepar- 
— to teaching social studies or doing social case 
work. 


Founded in 1950, Shikoku Christian College is 
the only accredited Christian institution of higher 
learning on the island of Shikoku of more than 4 
millions population. All faculty, both full and part 
time are Christians. Denominations chiefly repre- 
sented in the faculty are the Reformed Church 
and the United Church of Christ in Japan. Three 
members of the Presbyterian Mission give full time 
to teaching in the college and serve part time. 


The campus is situated on a beautiful 26 acre 
tract of land formerly used by the Japanese Cav- 
alry. It is in the center of Zentsuji City and is one 
hour by train from the prefectural capital, Taka- 
matsu. 


College facilities are being used for small and 
large scale meetings of the Reformed and United 
Churches, Inter-Varsity Movement, Church World 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, er Pron. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


_Belk-Simpson Co. 


Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor-Prop. NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. | 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. | 

T. L. Beckham, Mogr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. | 
Willoughby Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Arr. 


W. H. Wade, Mogr.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
“Imported Natural Pongee All Silk. Flame-resistant, 13 Momme, @ $1.19” 
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Service and others. Pastors of various denomina- 
tions are also invited to speak at the daily chapel 
service. The college library offers the use of its 
15,000 volumes to pastors and other interested 
persons all over the island. 


Mrs. Arch B. Taylor, Jr. also sends us the fol- 
lowing thrilling item: 


‘Perhaps the best news of all from Zentsuji is 
th e fact that 16 were baptized during Christmas 
and in January. Two of these were the young 
daughters of a doctor and his wife, both of 
whom joined on profession, but all the others 
were adults uniting with the church. This is 
the largest group to come in at one time in our 
experience in this area, and we know that the 
prayers of the many who are remembering our 
neighbors here are being answered in this won- 
derful way.” 


Missionary News 
TENNESSEE 


Nashville —(PN)— Little Mr. Andrew Martin 
Barksdale was born in Japan on January 23, the 
son of the Rev. and Mrs. John O. Barksdale of our 
Japan Mission. He has two brothers and one sister. 
They are Lewis King, John Shaw, and Helen Irene. 


The Rev. Barksdale, of Waynesboro, Va., went 
to Marugame, Japan, in 1951, along with his wife, 
the former Virginia Gibbons of Shreveport, La. 
They are engaged in the evangelistic work of the 
mission. He is a graduate of the University of 
Virginia, Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
and took graduate work at Westminster College, 
Cambridge, England. She is a graduate of South- 
western at Memphis, and the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School. Mrs. Barksdale served as director 
of Christian education at both the Dunlap Presby- 


terian Church in Shreveport, La., and the First 
Presbyterian Church of Longview, Tex., before 
going into mission service. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville —(PN)— Mr. and Mrs. H. Petrie 
Mitchell of our Korea Mission announced the birth 
of a son, William Harding, born January 30, in 
Chunju, Korea. 


The Mitchells have four other children, John 
Maddin, Thomas Petrie, Marion, and Matthew 
Buckner. Mrs. Mitchell is the former Miss Mary 
Belle Maddin, a native of Nashville, Tenn. A mem- 
ber of Central Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, 
Mo., she served in the American Red Cross, and 
the Board of World Missions before she went to 
the field in 1949 with her husband. Mr. Mitchell 
is engaged in the business administration of the 
mission, having served as Secretary and Treasurer. 
He is a graduate of Washington and Lee University. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta —(PN)— 1961, the Centennial Year, 
has been set aside by ours and other Presbyterian 
churches as the year for the Presbterian 
Mission to the Nation. The present year 1959 has 
been designated the year of prayer in preparation 
for the year of proclamation. The theme this year 
is: “Pray ... that the world may believe.” Our 
Division of Evangelism is now circulating an at- 
tractive packet of material for developing the 
prayer life of the Church. In this packet there are 
perhaps a dozen items arranged for persons of 
divergent ages and needs. 


As might be expected, this reviewer was par- 
ticularly interested in the two of these which give 
a solid biblical background for the practice of 


PRAY FOR THE WHOLE WORLD 


The great unused power within the grasp of the Church is the 


neglected power of prayer. Prayer lays hold upon the forces of 


Infinity and harnesses them to our tasks. Prayer is an acknowledge- 


ment of our need for God and an evidence of our trust in Him in 


response to which God comes down to earth and takes a hand in 


the affairs of men. Prayer is the very life of missions. The enterprise 


was inaugurated in prayer; it must be continued in prayer. “‘We 


must advance on our knees. 7 


Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for World Missions 


February 22 - March 1, 1959 


FEBRUARY 18, 1959 
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prayer. These two pamphlets include three articles 
taken from INTERPRETATION and written by 
some of the ablest of our Bible scholars, Dr. Rob- 
ert F. Boyd of Richmond, Dr. Floyd Filson of 
Chicago, and Dr. Otto A. Piper of Princeton. The 
last two set forth the Biblical Doctrine of Prayer 
with careful presentation of the aspects of prayer 
as adoration, praise and thanksgiving on the one 
hand, and of prayer as petition and intercession on 
the other. : 

Professor Piper makes it clear that our worship 
is addressed to the personal, living God, a concrete 
individual Who manifests His glory in His gracious 
acts for the children of men culminating in the 
revelation of His face in Jesus Christ. Thanks- 
giving is the acknowledgment of God’s legitimate 
claims and an enumeration of the praiseworthy 
acts of God. “The prayer of thanksgiving is the 
test of our faith.” 
Dr. Filson shows that petition and intercession 
run through the entire Bible. Jesus prayed for 
Himself as well as for others. God is the one 
adequate source of help. Prayer in the name of 
Christ commits one to obedience and loyalty, and 
appeals to the bond with Christ, to the grace of 
God already shown in Him. Prayer ought to be 
reverent, trustful, frank, earnest, urgent, persis- 
tent, obedient, forgiving, grateful and humble. 
The Bible indicates that man should bring all his 
problems to God. The walk of faith is a razor-edge 
- between self-righteous complacency and the con- 
fidence that God will protect and vindicate His 
people who cry to Him day and night. One properly 
prays for forgiveness, for acceptance of his wor- 
ship, for use in God’s service, and FOR OTHERS. 
This intercession is for one’s family, one’s con- 
gregation, one’s enemies. ‘“‘The risen Christ is the 
leader in. such prayers.” ‘“‘Paul stresses the role 
of the Holy Spirit in the prayers of the Chris- 
tians.”’ 

Professor Robert F. Boyd gives a heart-warming 
exposition of Romans 8:26 entitled THE WORK 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN PRAYER. As a piece 
of sermonic study, this is a gem. We are recom- 
mending it to our theological students and we 
likewise commend it to our fellow ministers. Every- 
one of us needs to read and re-read it to remind 
ourselves that this is the kind of careful contextual, 
exegetical and expository work which ought to go 
into every sermon. 

As a study in prayer, it brings the grace of the 
Spirit to undergird our prayer and our living and 
our witnessing. Hope and the Holy Spirit are the 
bonds that call us to godly endeavor. Most of all, 
this careful exposition brings the Word of God to 
bear upon every reader and hearer of this delight- 
ful booklet. 


No doubt there are details in the statements of | 


Piper and Filson and the other pamphlets of the 
packet with which some of us do not find our- 
selves in complete accord. But such studies as 
those we have reviewed will bring every sympa- 
thetic reader closer to God in prayer and help every 
minister to bring his people nearer to the Lord 
of the Church. In connection with the several 
pamphlets of this series a number of books are 
- recommended. We miss, however, any mention of 
books by two of our own men which ought, by all 
means, to be there. My college Professor, J. G. S. S. 
Thomson has a 1958 volume on the Praying Christ, 
Eerdmans. Then the first moderator of our church, 
Dr. B. M. Palmer, has the classic presentation on 
The Theology of Prayer. The John Knox Press 
could do no finer thing in celebration of the cen- 
tennial year of our church than to re-publish this 
_ work which it first issued from Richmond in 1894. 
—Wm. C. Robinson, Chairman Sub- 
Committee on Publicity, Centen- 
nial Committee of the General As- 
sembly. 
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The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 


Church year ended Dec. 31, 1958 
Covering period from 
January 16, 1958 - January 15, 1959 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Received from Jan. 16, 1958 — 

Percentage of receipts ......................-- 58.7 % 
Total amount short of askings ............ 462,937.90 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Received from Jan. 16, 1958 — 

Percentage of receipts ...........-............- 66.6 % 
Total amount short of askings ............ 9,448.03 

E. C. Scott 
Treasurer 


Church Extension 


Report of January 1959 


Budget 1959 $ 1,823,644.00 
Receipts to Date 36,135.52 
Percentage to Date 1.98% 
Balance needed for Year 1,787,508.48 
G. B. Strickler 
Treasurer 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta —(PN)— The congregation of the Hill- 
side Presbyterian Church near here has approved 
plans for the construction of a half-million dollar 
church plant. 

It will be of contemporary architecture, arranged 
in a campus design, with all buildings opening into 
a central landscape garden. 

The sanctuary, to be situated on the crest of the 
hill will feature a series of eight stained glass 
windows, each 15 feet in height. The sanctuary 
is being planned for about 440 people. 

Another feature will be a 15-bell carillon. The 
carillon will rise from a reflective pool and will 
serve as the support for a slender wooden cross. 


Plans are also being made for immediate con- 
struction of a separate phase of the building pro- 


gram to provide additional ‘Sunday School space 


and a fellowship hall. The worship services will be 
conducted in the fellowship hall temporarily. 

The Hillside Presbyterian Church was organized 
in June, 1956. At present, it has 165 members. 
The Rev. P. C. Enniss, Jr., is pastor. 


Atlanta —(PN)— The second annual business 
meeting of the Women of the Church, Atlanta 
Presbytery, was held in January at the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. Guest speaker was Dr. J. G. 
S. S. Thompson, associate professor of Old Testa- 
ment Language and Literature and Exegesis, Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary. 


The retiring president, Mrs. Van P. Enloe of 
Atlanta presided, and Mrs. Ben Knox of the Board 
of Women’s Work presented the meditation. 


Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy, Synodical President of 
Georgia also addressed the women at a Convoca- 
tion meeting held at Central Presbyterian Church 
the evening of the same day. 
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New officers were installed at the Convocation 
meeting by Dr. Stuart Oglesby. Officers elected 
at the January meeting are: President, Mrs. Lowry 
Sims; Central area vice-president, Mrs. T. D. Pas- 
chal; corresponding secretary, Mrs. J. M. Broome; 
Spiritual Growth chairman, Mrs. Max Milligan; 
chairman of Annuities and Relief, Mrs. Hazen 
Smith; Parliamentary Referee, Mrs. C. M. Lan- 
caster. 


Also newly elected: Mrs. B. B. Hestir, Jr., chair- 
man of district two, East area; Mrs. Harvey Wal- 
ters, East area, district one; Central area, district 
four chairman, Mrs. E. L. Plunkett; and Mrs. B. L. 
Philpot, chairman of district four, West area. 


The Atlanta Presbyterial is composed of eighty- 
six churches with organized women’s’ work. 
Boundaries are from West to Roswell, and from 
Villa Rica to Forsyth, with all Presbyterian 
churches included. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — John M. Trask, Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John M. Trask of Beaufort, South Carolina, 
and a 1958 graduate of Davidson College, has 
returned to Davidson as an administrative assistant. 


As Assistant Director of Alumni and Public Re- 
lations, he will assist John R. Horton, Acting Di- 
rector, with publicity and alumni affairs, and also 


with the activities related to the Dana Challenge — 


Program and other events of this year.. 


In his senior year at Davidson, Trask was editor- 
in-chief of The Davidsonian, campus newspaper. 
He is a member of Omicron Delta Kappa, National 
leadership fraternity, commissioned a second lieu- 
tenant in the Army on graduation, he entered the 
service and after six months duty, received his 
discharge. He began his duties at the college on 
January 26. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Dillon —(PN)— Dr. Fred J. Hay, pastor of the 
Dillon Presbyterian Church since 1923, will re- 
linquish his duties April 1, and retire from the 
active ministry. Dr. and Mrs. Hay will continue 
to reside in Dillon. 


Dr. Hay has asked the Pee Dee Presbytery to 
relieve him of his duties as of April 1, and his 
com: has regretfully approved his request 
o them. 


A native of Liberty Hill, S. C., Dr. Hay is a 
graduate of Davidson College and Columbia The- 
ological Seminary. He was ordained in 1919. He 
served in Kings Mountain, N. C., for three years 
and then took graduate studies at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary for a year before coming to Dillon. 
Kings College conferred the honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree upon Dr. Hay in 1939. 


Mrs. Hay is the former Miss Mildred Johnston, 
a native of Florence, S. C. 


Clinton —(PN)— The family of the late W. H. 
Belk, nationally famed mercantile leader and out- 
standing Presbyterian Churchman, and their busi- 
ness associates and co-owners in the several Belk 
mercantile corporations in the Carolinas and 
Georgia have announced today a pledge of a gift 
of $125,000 to the Presbyterian College Develop- 
ment Program, in which the Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, South Carolina, has raised over a million 
dollars from various sources for its endowment 
and physical development plans over the past 
several years. 
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This Belk gift is an additional evidence of prog- 
ress in this far-sighted movement in aid of this 
worthy Presbyterian institution, owned and con- 
trolled by the Presbyterian Synods of Georgia and 
South Carolina, from which so many distinguished 


graduates have made a great name for the South 


and the nation in church, civil, and military leader. 

Mr. W. H. Belk, during his life time—and many 
of his associates over a long period of years, have 


been active supporters of the Presbyterian College 
and of other church owned and church supported 


educational institutions, and the pledge of $125,. © 


000 announced today is a part of the general pro- 
gram of the Belk interests in furthering collegiate 
education under the control and guidance of the 
Christian churches of this area. 


Overtures General Assembly To 


Withdraw From Council 


The Presbytery of Knoxville held its Stated 
Winter Meeting in the Chapel at Bachman Home, 
Cleveland, Tennessee on Monday, February 2, 1959. 
There were 46 ministers and 38 ruling elders 
present. Quite a few visitors were also present, 
bringing the total above 100. Ruling Elder George 
T. Peters of the Cedar Springs Church, R. 7, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, was elected Moderator. 


The reports from the churches was good. The 
total communicants in the Presbytery is now 16,- 
073. $725,363 was given to all benevolences. Our 
total gifts to all causes passed the two million 
mark. The Sunday School enrollment showed an 
increase of nearly 300. 


Three young men were taken under the care 
of Presbytery as Candidates for the Gospel min- 
istry:— Masaya Hibino, a member of the East 
Ridge Church; Thomas Russell Roddy, a member 
of the Sequoyah Hills Church and Marian McCoy 
Franklin, a member of the Madisonville Church. 
We now have 29 young men under the care and 
oversight of our Presbytery. 


It was reported to Presbytery that the Rev. D. 
Lee Williamson, Jr., a member of our Presbytery, 
who had been studying at Chapel Hill, N. C., was 
killed in an automobile accident on the night of 
January 18th, as he was returning from a preach- 
ing appointment. 


An Overture was sent to the General Assembly, 
asking that we withdraw from the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. This Overture was passed by a 
vote of 40 to 33. 


The Stated Spring meeting of Presbytery will 


be held in the East Ridge Church on May 4, 1959.. 


Greenhoe, S. C. 


King College | 


Four honorary degrees were conferred by King 
College, Bristol, Tenn., at the concluding service 
of its Midwinter Convocation February 4. 


The degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred up- 
on President David Grier Martin of Davidson Col- 
lege, Davidson, N. C. 


The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred 
upon three ministers of the Synod of Appalachia: 
the Rev. Julian William Spitzer, pastor of the Se- 
quoyah Hills Presbyterian Church of Knoxville, 
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Tenn.; the Rev. David Wyatt Aiken Taylor, pastor 
of the Central Presbyterian Church of Bristol, Va.; 
and the Rev. Paul Frederic Warren, pastor of the 
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church of Ashe- 
ville, N. C | 


Events of the three-day Convocation at King 
College had included a lecture by the famous for- 
eign correspondent William L. Shirer, a piano re- 
cital by Professor Max Daehler of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, and an address by the noted educator Dr. 
Thomas E. Jones, president emeritus of Earlham 
College, Richmond, Ind. 


TEXAS 


Dallas —(PN)— Mrs. Mabel Stewart Boyter, 
organist and outstanding musician at the Druid 
Hills Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, Ga., con- 
ducted a three day choir workshop in Dallas in 
early February for the Park Cities Baptist Church. 
Mrs. Boyter is a specialist in the field of youth 
singing groups, and is author of several music 
texts. 


Her husband is Haskell Boyter, minister of 
music at Druid Hills Church, a member of the 
Protestant Radio and TV Center quartet, and a 
member of the TRAV Committee of the Presby- 
terian, U. S. denomination. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Boyter are well known for their many services to 
the Church especially in the field of church music. 


VIRGINIA 


Norfolk Presbytery Repudiates Action 
of World Order Study Conference 
Urging Recognition of Red China 


Report of the Christian Relations Committee 
to Norfolk Presbytery 
January 20, 1959 


ON RECOGNITION OF COMMUNIST 
CHINA BY THE UNITED STATES 
AND ADMISSION OF COMMUNIST 

CHINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 


On November 21, 1958, in Cleveland, Ohio, 
600 delegates to a World Order Conference, 
sponsored by the National Council of Churches, 
voted unanimously to support a resolution favor- 
ing our country’s recognition of the Communist 
regime in China and its admission to the United 
Nations. 


This action, which was reported widely in 
the press as an indication of Protestant senti- 
ment in this country, was repudiated on Decem- 
ber 8, 1958 in the following letter sent to many 
ministers: 


(There then follows a long letter signed by 
Bishops Fred P. Corson and Herbert Welch and 
by Messers Walter H. Judd, Daniel A. Poling 
and Norman Vincent Peale) Ed. 


The following action was then passed by 
Norfolk Presbytery. | | 


These nationally known leaders and ministers 
have repudiated the resolution of the World 
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Study Conference (sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches) to recognize the Com- 
munist regime in China and admit her to the 
United Nations, and we feel that our voice of 
protest should be added to theirs. 


Your Committee on Christian Relations wishes 
to make clear to Presbytery that this report is 
not a blanket condemnation of the National 
Council of Churches. We do not advocate with- 
drawal from this organization. We go on record 
as recognizing the good which has come from 
this organization in the past and its poten- 
tialities for good in the future. 


Your Committee wishes further to make clear 
that the conclusions of the World Order Study 
Conference on November 21, 1958, advocating 
recognition of Communist China and her ad- 
mittance to the United Nations, is not an 
action of the National Council of Churches 
itself. However, since the World Order Study 
Conference was sponsored by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, it appears in the minds of many 
people to be the Council’s official position. 
Until the General Board of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches repudiates the action of the 
World Order Study Conference, we cannot be- 
lieve that this matter can be disassociated from 
the National Council of Churches in the minds 
of the press and the people. 


Your Committee on Christian Relations there- 
fore recommends: 


(1) That Norfolk Presbytery repudiate the 
resolution of the World Order Study 
Conference (sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches) favoring our coun- 
try’s recognition of the Communist re- 
gime in China and her admission to the 
United Nations. 


(2) That the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be 
directed to make known our repudiation 
of the action of the World Order Study 
Conference by mailing a copy of this 
report to: 

1. The President of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, of which we as a 
denomination are a member. 


2. Our representatives on the General 
Board of the National Council of 
Churches. 


3. The Division of Christian Action of 
our Board of Education in Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 


(3) That the Stated Clerk of Presbytery be 
directed to give a copy of this report to 
the press so that all the world may know 
that the World Order Study Conference 
did not speak for all the denominations 
holding membership in the National 
Council of Churches. 
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